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Alan R. Farris




Attorney at Law




221 S. Market Street




P. O. Box 314




Sparta, IL  62286




Telephone  (618) 443-1947



    
FAX  (618) 443-1948

HOURLY FEE CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES


This Hourly Fee Contract for Legal Services is made effective this ___ day of 

_________________, 2011, between Alan R. Farris, Attorney at Law, 221 S. Market, Sparta, Illinois  62286, (“Attorney”) and _____________________, (“Client”) who, in consideration of the mutual promises described in this Contract, agrees as follows:

1. Client retains and employs Attorney to represent Client, and Attorney accepts employment by Client, as to the following:




___________________ Proceedings
Unless Attorney and Client later agree otherwise, this Contract shall extend to cover other matters which arise during the course of this representation as to which Attorney shall represent Client.  However, if any such other matter commences more than one year after the effective date of this Contract, Attorney reserves the right to bill for such other matter at Attorney’s usual and customary hourly rates then in effect.

2. In consideration for his performance of legal services under this Contract, Client shall pay Attorney a fee of $175.00 per hour, including but not limited to, office conferences, correspondence, preparation of legal documentation, appearances in court at hearings or depositions, and services performed, at Client’s request, on a routine basis.  
The minimum charge for any date on which services are rendered will be one-quarter hour.  Billable time includes telephone calls, travel to and from court, office interviews and consultations, and any other time spent on client’s file or client’s business.  Failure to notify Attorney in order to cancel an appointment 24 hours in advance will result in a $50.00 charge to Client.  In addition, services rendered on an emergency basis as determined by Attorney shall be billed at an hourly rate of $205.00 per hour.
3. In addition to the above Attorney’s fees, Client agrees to reimburse Attorney, or to pay directly, all costs and expenses directly incurred in the representation of Client, including but not limited to court costs, subpoena costs, and witness fees, court reporter fees, professional fees (such as for doctors, engineers or accountants), fees for computer research services undertaken by Attorney, postage and photocopying expenses.

4. Client has paid/will pay Attorney an Advance Payment Retainer fee in the amount of $0.00 toward costs and fees, in exchange for the commitment to provide legal services in the future.  If, when the representation concludes, the amount of such fees and expenses is less than the amount of the retainer fee, Attorney will immediately refund the difference to Client.  This retainer paid by Client shall be subject to the provisions contained in Exhibit A of this Contract (attached).
5. After and if the retainer fee is applied in full to such fees and expenses, Attorney will then either (a) bill client for such other retainer fee or fees as Attorney may from time to time deem appropriate to be applied in accordance with this Contract, or (b) bill Client on an interim basis for fees and expenses incurred to date on approximately a monthly basis.  Attorney also has the option, upon non-payment of bills within 30 days thereof, to withdraw as attorney on behalf of such Client.  Such withdrawal will not affect Client’s responsibility to pay fees and expenses incurred to date.  If litigation is required in order to collect any unpaid fees or costs, the Client shall also be responsible for all costs including reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in connection therewith.
6. Client further states that he/she understands that a significant part of what is done in a domestic relations case or other matter is based on what the opposing party does or does not do and upon other factors over which neither the Attorney nor the Client have any control.  Such factors, particularly the action or the inaction of the opposing party, may substantially increase the fees and costs involved, and therefore there is no realistic way that the fees and costs can be estimated or controlled.  

7. Client will cooperate with Attorney as requested during the representation of Client, including providing all relevant information requested by Attorney and assisting in locating witnesses and securing testimony.  Attorney will not settle any claim on behalf of Client without Client’s consent.

8. Client understands that the Attorney does not guarantee any specific results and that the nature of a domestic relations or other matter is such that evaluations of the case and advise as to dealing with particular items or transactions is subject to change from time to time as the case progresses and circumstances and/or the Client’s goals change. 

9. Client shall have the right to terminate the representation at any time with or without cause by notifying Attorney of Client’s intention to terminate this Agreement.  In that event, Client will be responsible for all fees and expenses as to services Attorney has performed until then, but not for any future fees or expenses, except those necessarily incurred to protect Client’s interest in any pending litigation, until Attorney’s withdrawal from the case is approved by the Court.  Attorney agrees to process such withdrawal promptly.


TO WITNESS that we have read this Contract, understand it, and agree to all it provides, we sign duplicate originals, one for Attorney to keep and one for Client to keep, to be effective as of the date indicated in the first paragraph.

ALAN R. FARRIS



I acknowledge receipt of a 







signed original of this Contract.

BY:______________________

____________________________

      ATTORNEY



CLIENT

Exhibit A

ADVANCED RETAINER TERMS

1. Upon the payment of the Advanced Retainer by Client, all funds shall become the property of the Attorney, subject to the performance of services or refund.

2. No funds shall be deposited into the Attorney’s Client Trust Account.  The retainer shall be credited to Client against services performed by Attorney and accounted for by regular billing statements to Client.

3. Client in his/her sole discretion may request that Attorney utilize a Security Retainer Agreement.

Client hereby authorizes the use of the Advance Retainer Payment.       _________










                 Initial

APPENDIX  (FAMILY CASES)

STATEMENT OF CLIENT’S RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
(1) WRITTEN ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT.  The written engagement agreement, prepared by the counsel, shall clearly address the objectives of representation and detail the fee arrangement, including all material terms.  If fees are to be based on criteria apart from, or in addition to, hourly rates, such criteria (e.g., unique time demands and/or utilization of unique expertise) shall be delineated.  The client shall receive a copy of the written engagement agreement and any additional clarification requested and is advised not to sign any such agreement which the client finds to be unsatisfactory or does not understand.

(2) REPRESENTATION.  Representation will commence upon the signing of the written engagement agreement.  The counsel will provide competent representation, which requires legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation to handle those matters set forth in the written engagement agreement.  Once employed, the counsel will act with reasonable diligence and promptness, as well as use his best efforts on behalf of the client, but he cannot guarantee results.  The counsel will abide by the client’s decision concerning the objectives of representation, including whether or not to accept an offer of settlement, and will endeavor to explain any matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the client to make informed decisions regarding representation.  During the course of representation and afterwards, the counsel may not use or reveal a client’s confidence or secrets, except as required or permitted by law.

(3) COMMUNICATION.  The counsel will keep the client reasonably informed about the status of representation and will promptly respond to reasonable requests for information, including any reasonable request for an estimate respecting future costs of the representation or an appropriate portion of it.  The client shall be truthful in all discussions with the counsel and provide all information or documentation required to enable the counsel to provide competent representation.  During representation, the client is entitled to receive all pleadings and substantive documents prepared on behalf of the client and every document received from any other counsel of record.  At the end of the representation and on written request from the client, the counsel will return to the client all original documents and exhibits.  In the event that the counsel withdraws from representation, or is discharged by the client, the counsel will turn over to the substituting counsel (or, if no substitutions, to the client) all original documents and the exhibits together with complete copies of all pleadings and discovery within thirty (30) days of the counsel’s withdrawal or discharge.
(4) ETHICAL CONDUCT.  The counsel cannot be required to engage in conduct which is illegal, unethical, or fraudulent.  In matters involving minor children, the counsel may refuse to engage in conduct which, in the counsel’s professional judgment, would be contrary to the best interest of the client’s minor child or children.  A counsel who cannot ethically abide by his client’s directions shall be allowed to withdraw from representation.
(5) FEES.  The counsel’s fee for services may not be contingent upon the securing of a dissolution of marriage, upon obtaining custody, or be based upon the amount of maintenance, child support, or property settlement received, except as specifically permitted under Supreme Court rules.  The counsel may not require a non-refundable retainer fee, but must remit back any overpayment at the end of the representation.  The counsel may enter into a consensual security arrangement with the client whereby assets of the client are pledged to secure payment of legal fees or costs, but only if the counsel first obtains approval of the Court.  The counsel will prepare and provide the client with an itemized billing statement detailing hourly rates (and/or other criteria), time spent, tasks performed, and costs incurred on a regular basis, at least quarterly.  The client should review each billing statement promptly and address any objection or error in a timely manner.  The client will not be billed for time spent to explain or correct a billing statement.  If an appropriately detailed written estimate is submitted to a client as to future costs for a counsel’s representation or a portion of the contemplated services (i.e., relative to specific steps recommended by the counsel in the estimate) and, without objection from the client, the counsel then performs the contemplated services, all such services are presumptively reasonable and necessary, as well as to be deemed pursuant to the client’s direction.  In an appropriate case, the client may pursue contribution to his or her fees and costs from the other party.
(6) DISPUTES.  The counsel-client relationship is regulated by the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct (Article VIII of the Illinois Supreme Court Rules), and any dispute shall be reviewed under the terms of such rules.

(7) CHILDREN FIRST PROGRAMS.  Pursuant to Rule 924, Article IX of the Supreme Court of the State of Illinois, requires your attendance at parenting education classes.  It is the responsibility of the parents of minor children seeking a dissolution of marriage or involved in a custody dispute to contact and schedule sessions with one of the following approved parent education facilities.   

· Human Service Center in Sparta at 618-443-3045 offering two-two hour sessions usually every other month; 

· Children First Program at 2217 W. Main St., Belleville, IL  at 888-895-9787 or 618-235-6192; 

· Lutheran Child & Family Services at 618-242-3284; and,

· Jan Webb at 11470 Summerville Road, Sparta, IL  62286, 618-443-2100. 

A fee will be charged at time of service and is the responsibility of each party.

(8) MEDIATION.  Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 923 family law cases involving contested custody issues shall require mediation.  It is hope that children and families will benefit from the spirit of cooperation that go hand in hand with the mediation process.  It is the parent’s responsibility to participate in civil mediation with the other party before a certified mediator approved by the Judge. 
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